
An Intolerable Deal: One Halfpennyworth of
Mountain Tilman
H.W. "Bill" Tilman was a British mountaineer, explorer, and author who is
considered one of the greatest adventurers of the 20th century. He was
known for his pioneering expeditions to remote and challenging parts of the
world, including the Himalayas, the Andes, and the Arctic. Tilman was also
a prolific writer, and his books and articles are still widely read today.

In 1938, Tilman published a book entitled "An Intolerable Deal: One
Halfpennyworth of Mountain." The book was a collection of essays about
his experiences on some of his most challenging expeditions. The title of
the book comes from a quote by the poet William Blake: "One
halfpennyworth of bread to a loaf of bread, / One pennyworth of meat to a
leg of mutton, / One farthingworth of vinegar to a hogshead." Tilman used
this quote to illustrate his belief that the rewards of mountaineering are not
material, but rather spiritual.

In this article, we will explore the meaning of Tilman's book and discuss
some of the key themes that emerge from his writing. We will also consider
Tilman's legacy as a mountaineer and explorer.
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The title of Tilman's book, "An Intolerable Deal," is a reference to the fact
that mountaineering is often a difficult and dangerous undertaking. Tilman
himself was no stranger to hardship and danger. He was involved in
several serious accidents during his climbing career, and he lost several
friends to the mountains.

Despite the risks involved, Tilman believed that mountaineering was worth
the effort. He wrote, "The mountains are there, and they are a challenge to
our courage, our endurance, and our skill. To meet that challenge is to
experience one of the most profound and rewarding adventures that life
has to offer."

Tilman's book is not a guide to mountaineering. It is not a manual on how to
climb mountains safely or efficiently. Rather, it is a meditation on the
meaning of mountaineering. Tilman explores the philosophical and spiritual
aspects of mountaineering, and he argues that the mountains can teach us
important lessons about ourselves and about the world around us.

There are several key themes that emerge from Tilman's writing in "An
Intolerable Deal." These themes include:

The importance of challenge: Tilman believed that challenge is
essential for human growth and development. He wrote, "We do not
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grow when things are easy. We grow when we are challenged, when
we are pushed to our limits."

The value of solitude: Tilman was a solitary figure. He preferred to
climb alone, and he often sought out remote and unclimbed peaks. He
believed that solitude can be a source of great strength and inspiration.

The beauty of the natural world: Tilman was a passionate lover of
the natural world. He wrote, "The mountains are a place of great
beauty, and they have the power to inspire and uplift us."

The importance of friendship: Tilman lost several friends to the
mountains, but he also made many lifelong friends through his
climbing. He believed that friendship is essential for a happy and
fulfilling life.

H.W. "Bill" Tilman was a pioneering mountaineer, explorer, and author. He
was known for his challenging expeditions to remote and challenging parts
of the world. Tilman was also a prolific writer, and his books and articles are
still widely read today.

Tilman's legacy is one of adventure, exploration, and discovery. He was a
pioneer in the field of mountaineering, and he helped to open up new areas
of the world to exploration. Tilman was also a gifted writer, and his books
and articles continue to inspire and motivate climbers and adventurers
today.

H.W. "Bill" Tilman was one of the greatest mountaineers and explorers of
the 20th century. His book, "An Intolerable Deal: One Halfpennyworth of
Mountain," is a classic of mountaineering literature. The book is a
meditation on the meaning of mountaineering, and it explores the



philosophical and spiritual aspects of the sport. Tilman's legacy is one of
adventure, exploration, and discovery. He was a pioneer in the field of
mountaineering, and he helped to open up new areas of the world to
exploration. Tilman was also a gifted writer, and his books and articles
continue to inspire and motivate climbers and adventurers today.
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