
College Admission Essentials: A Step By Step
Guide To Showing Colleges Who You Are And
What Matters To You
****

The college application process is a challenging and competitive one. In
order to stand out from the crowd, it's important to show colleges who you
are and what matters to you. This guide will provide you with a step-by-step
process to help you do just that.

Step 1: Get to Know Yourself

The first step to showing colleges who you are is to get to know yourself.
This means reflecting on your interests, values, and goals. What are you
passionate about? What do you care about? What are your strengths and
weaknesses? Once you have a good understanding of yourself, you can
start to craft your application in a way that highlights your unique qualities.

Step 2: Research Colleges

Once you know who you are, you need to start researching colleges. This
will help you find schools that are a good fit for your interests and goals.
Consider factors such as the size of the school, the location, the academic
programs, and the student life. You should also visit colleges to get a
firsthand look at the campus and meet with students and faculty.
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Step 3: Write Your Personal Statement

The personal statement is your opportunity to tell colleges who you are and
what matters to you. This is your chance to share your story, your
experiences, and your aspirations. Be sure to write in a clear and concise
manner, and proofread your statement carefully before submitting it.

Step 4: Get Involved in Extracurricular Activities

Extracurricular activities can show colleges that you are well-rounded and
that you have interests outside of the classroom. These activities can also
help you develop leadership skills, teamwork skills, and communication
skills. When choosing extracurricular activities, focus on activities that you
are passionate about and that you are good at.

Step 5: Get Good Grades

Your grades are an important part of your college application. Colleges
want to see that you are a hard worker and that you are capable of
succeeding in college. Be sure to study hard and get good grades in all of
your classes.

Step 6: Get Letters of Recommendation
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Letters of recommendation can help colleges get a better sense of who you
are and what you are like as a student. Ask teachers, counselors, and other
adults who know you well to write letters of recommendation for you. Be
sure to give them plenty of time to write the letters and to proofread them
before submitting them.

Step 7: Apply to Colleges

Once you have completed all of the steps above, it's time to apply to
colleges. The Common Application is a popular option for applying to
multiple colleges. You can also apply to colleges individually. Be sure to
submit your applications on time and to proofread them carefully before
submitting them.

Step 8: Visit Colleges

Once you have been accepted to college, it's important to visit the campus
before making a decision. This will give you a chance to get a firsthand look
at the school and to meet with students and faculty. Be sure to ask
questions and to get a feel for the campus culture.

Step 9: Make a Decision

Once you have visited all of the colleges that you have been accepted to,
it's time to make a decision. Consider factors such as the size of the
school, the location, the academic programs, the student life, and the cost.
Be sure to choose a school that is the best fit for you.

****

The college application process is a challenging one, but it is also an
exciting one. By following the steps outlined in this guide, you can show



colleges who you are and what matters to you. This will help you increase
your chances of getting into the college of your dreams.

Additional Tips

Be yourself. Don't try to be someone that you're not. Colleges want to
get to know the real you.

Be honest. Don't try to hide your flaws. Colleges appreciate honesty
and authenticity.

Be passionate. Show colleges that you are passionate about your
interests and goals.

Be specific. Don't be vague or general in your answers. Be specific
and provide details.

Be confident. Believe in yourself and your abilities. Colleges want to
see that you are confident in your future.
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