
From Antiquity to the Enlightenment: A
Journey Through Penguin Classics

Penguin Classics is one of the most respected and popular publishers of
classic literature in the world. Over its illustrious history, the imprint has
introduced countless readers to some of the greatest works of literature
ever written, from ancient Greek tragedies to modern masterpieces.
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In this article, we'll take a journey through the history of Penguin Classics,
from its humble beginnings to its current status as a global publishing
powerhouse. We'll also explore some of the most iconic and influential titles
in the Penguin Classics catalogue, and examine the impact they've had on
literature and culture.

The Early Years: From Pelican to Penguin

The origins of Penguin Classics can be traced back to 1935, when Sir Allen
Lane founded the Pelican imprint as a way to bring high-quality, affordable
literature to a wider audience. The first Pelican book was A.E. Housman's A
Shropshire Lad, and it was an immediate success. Over the next few years,
Pelican expanded its catalogue to include works by a wide range of
authors, including William Shakespeare, Jane Austen, and Charles
Dickens.

In 1946, Pelican was renamed Penguin Classics, and the imprint began to
publish new translations of classic works, as well as critical editions of
existing translations. The first Penguin Classics title was Homer's The
Odyssey, translated by E.V. Rieu. Over the years, Penguin Classics has
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published translations of some of the world's most renowned authors,
including Plato, Aristotle, Sophocles, Virgil, and Dante.

The Golden Age: From the 1950s to the 1970s

The 1950s and 1960s were a golden age for Penguin Classics. The imprint
published some of its most iconic and influential titles during this period,
including:

The Iliad and The Odyssey, translated by Robert Fagles

The Divine Comedy, translated by Dorothy L. Sayers

The Canterbury Tales, translated by Nevill Coghill

The Collected Plays of William Shakespeare, edited by Kenneth Muir

The Complete Works of Jane Austen, edited by R.W. Chapman

These books helped to introduce a new generation of readers to the
classics of world literature, and they remain essential reading for students
and scholars today.

The Modern Era: From the 1980s to the Present

In the 1980s and 1990s, Penguin Classics continued to publish new
translations and editions of classic works, as well as expanding its
catalogue to include contemporary literature. Some of the most notable
titles from this period include:

The Aeneid, translated by Robert Fagles

The Selected Poems of Ezra Pound, edited by T.S. Eliot



The Norton Anthology of English Literature, edited by Stephen
Greenblatt

The Complete Works of Shakespeare, edited by Jonathan Bate and
Eric Rasmussen

The New Oxford Annotated Bible, edited by Michael D. Coogan

In recent years, Penguin Classics has continued to publish innovative new
translations and editions of classic works, as well as expanding its digital
offerings. The imprint has also launched a number of new series, including
The Penguin Black Classics, which features works by African-American
authors, and The Penguin Modern Classics, which features contemporary
works of literature.

The Impact of Penguin Classics

Penguin Classics has had a profound impact on literature and culture. The
imprint's affordable editions of classic works have made them accessible to
a wider audience than ever before, and its translations have helped to
introduce new readers to the richness and diversity of world literature.

Penguin Classics has also played a major role in shaping the way we think
about classic literature. The imprint's critical editions have helped to clarify
the meaning of complex texts, and its s and essays have provided new
insights into the works of some of the world's greatest authors.

Penguin Classics is one of the most important and influential publishers of
classic literature in the world. Over its long history, the imprint has
introduced countless readers to some of the greatest works of literature



ever written, and it continues to publish new translations and editions that
make these works accessible to contemporary readers.
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