
Galatians in Context: Stephen Wright's
Commentary

Stephen Wright's commentary on Galatians, entitled *Galatians in Context:
A Coherent Reading of Paul's Argument*, is a valuable resource for
students of the New Testament. Wright, a professor of New Testament at
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McMaster University, offers a clear and concise explanation of Paul's letter
to the Galatians. He also provides helpful insights into the historical and
cultural context of the letter.
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Overview of Galatians

Galatians is a letter that Paul wrote to the churches in Galatia, a region in
central Turkey. The letter was written around 55 AD, shortly after Paul had
founded the churches in Galatia. The main purpose of the letter is to
defend Paul's apostleship and the gospel that he preached.

In Galatians, Paul argues that the gospel is not based on the law of Moses.
He also argues that salvation is by faith alone, apart from works of the law.
These teachings were controversial in the first century, and they continue to
be debated today.

Wright's Approach to Galatians
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Wright's commentary on Galatians is characterized by its clarity and
conciseness. He provides a clear explanation of Paul's argument, and he
avoids getting bogged down in unnecessary details. Wright also provides
helpful insights into the historical and cultural context of the letter. This
helps readers to understand the letter in its original context.

One of the unique features of Wright's commentary is his focus on the
rhetorical structure of Galatians. He argues that Paul's letter is carefully
structured to persuade his readers. Wright identifies the main arguments in
the letter and shows how they are connected to each other. This helps
readers to see the overall flow of Paul's argument.

Strengths and Weaknesses of Wright's Commentary

Wright's commentary on Galatians is a valuable resource for students of
the New Testament. It is clear, concise, and insightful. However, there are a
few weaknesses to the commentary.

One weakness is that Wright's commentary is somewhat brief. He does not
go into as much detail as some other commentaries. This may be a
drawback for readers who are looking for a more in-depth study of
Galatians.

Another weakness is that Wright's commentary is somewhat technical. He
uses a lot of Greek terminology and assumes that readers have some
knowledge of the New Testament. This may be a drawback for readers who
are not familiar with the New Testament or who are not comfortable with
Greek terminology.



Overall, Stephen Wright's commentary on Galatians is a valuable resource
for students of the New Testament. It is clear, concise, and insightful.
However, there are a few weaknesses to the commentary, including its
brevity and technical nature.
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