
How Eight Technologies Made Us Human and
Brought Our World to the Brink
We are a species defined by our tools. From the earliest stone tools to the
latest digital technologies, our creations have shaped our evolution and our
world. But what are the most important technologies that have made us
human? And what have been their consequences?
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In this article, we will explore eight technologies that have had a profound
impact on human history. These technologies are:

Fire

Agriculture

Writing

The wheel
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The printing press

The steam engine

The computer

The internet
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Fire is one of the most important technologies in human history. It has been
used for cooking, heating, lighting, and protection from predators for
thousands of years. Fire has also played a role in human rituals and
ceremonies. The ability to control fire gave humans a significant advantage
over other animals, and it helped us to spread to all parts of the world.

However, fire can also be destructive. It can cause wildfires, which can
destroy homes and forests. Fire can also be used as a weapon, and it has
been used in warfare throughout history.

Agriculture



Agriculture is the practice of cultivating plants and animals for food. It is one
of the most important technologies in human history, as it allowed us to
settle in one place and grow our own food. Agriculture also led to the
development of new tools and technologies, such as the plow and the
irrigation system.
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However, agriculture has also had some negative consequences. It has led
to the deforestation of forests, the loss of biodiversity, and the pollution of
waterways. Agriculture has also contributed to the rise of inequality, as
those who own land have a significant advantage over those who do not.

Writing
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Writing is a system of representing language using symbols. It is one of the
most important technologies in human history, as it allows us to
communicate complex ideas over long distances and across time. Writing
has also played a role in the development of science, philosophy, and
religion.

However, writing can also be used for negative purposes. It can be used to
spread propaganda, hate speech, and other harmful ideas. Writing can also
be used to control people, as those who can read and write have a
significant advantage over those who cannot.

The wheel



The wheel is a simple machine that has had a profound impact on human
history. It is used for transportation, construction, and other purposes. The
wheel has also made it possible to travel long distances, which has led to
the spread of ideas and cultures.

However, the wheel can also be used for negative purposes. It can be used
to build weapons of war, such as chariots and tanks. The wheel can also be
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used to transport goods and people, which can lead to the spread of
disease and pollution.

The printing press

The printing press is a machine that is used to print text and images on
paper. It was invented in the 15th century by Johannes Gutenberg. The
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printing press revolutionized the way that information was shared, and it led
to the rapid spread of knowledge and ideas.

However, the printing press can also be used for negative purposes. It can
be used to spread propaganda, hate speech, and other harmful ideas. The
printing press can also be used to control people, as those who can read
and write have a significant advantage over those who cannot.

The steam engine

The steam engine is a heat engine that uses steam to perform work. It was
invented in the 18th century by Thomas Savery. The steam engine
revolutionized the way that goods were produced and transported, and it
led to the Industrial Revolution.
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However, the steam engine also had some negative consequences. It
burned coal, which polluted the air and water. The steam engine also led to
the rise of factories, which created dangerous working conditions for many
people.

The computer
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The computer is a programmable machine that can be used to store,
process, and retrieve data. It was invented in the 20th century by a number
of different people. The computer has revolutionized the way that we live
and work, and it has led to the development of new technologies, such as
the internet.

However, the computer can also be used for negative purposes. It can be
used to store and distribute child pornography, hate speech, and other
harmful content. The computer can also be used to hack into other
computers and steal information. The computer can also be used to create
weapons of war.

The internet



The internet is a global network of computers. It was invented in the 20th
century by a number of different people. The internet has revolutionized the
way that we communicate, learn, and work. It has also led to the
development of new technologies, such as social media and e-commerce.

However, the internet can also be used for negative purposes. It can be
used to spread propaganda, hate speech, and other harmful content. The
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internet can also be used to hack into other computers and steal
information. The internet can also be used to create weapons of war.

The eight technologies that we have discussed in this article have had a
profound impact on human history. They have allowed us to achieve great
things, but they have also created new challenges. As we continue to
develop new technologies, it is important to be aware of their potential
benefits and risks.

We must also be mindful of the fact that technology is a tool. It is not a
substitute for human relationships, human values, or human ingenuity. We
must use technology wisely, and we must not allow it to control us.
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