
How We Became Posthuman
What does it mean to be human? For centuries, philosophers and scientists
have debated this question, but only in recent decades have we begun to
truly understand the profound implications of technology for our species.
Today, we stand on the cusp of a new era in human evolution, one in which
we are becoming increasingly posthuman.
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The term "posthuman" was first coined in the 1970s by philosopher and
cultural critic Ihab Hassan. Hassan argued that we are entering a new
phase of human history, one in which technology is fundamentally changing
our relationship to the world and to ourselves. He wrote:

> "The posthuman condition is one in which the human being is no longer
the measure of all things, but rather a being who is constantly being
redefined and transformed by technology."
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Since Hassan wrote these words, the pace of technological change has
only accelerated. Today, we are surrounded by technologies that are
blurring the lines between the human and the machine. We have artificial
intelligence systems that can beat us at chess and Go, self-driving cars that
can navigate our roads, and prosthetic limbs that can give us superhuman
abilities.

These technologies are not simply tools that we use to extend our
capabilities. They are also changing our bodies, minds, and lives in
fundamental ways. We are becoming more connected, more intelligent,
and more capable than ever before. But what does this mean for the future
of humanity?

The Posthuman Body

One of the most visible ways in which technology is changing us is through
our bodies. We are now able to modify our bodies in ways that were once
impossible, thanks to advances in plastic surgery, cosmetic surgery, and
genetic engineering.

Plastic surgery can be used to change our appearance, while cosmetic
surgery can be used to improve our health. Genetic engineering can be
used to correct genetic defects, or to give us new abilities.

These technologies are giving us unprecedented control over our own
bodies. We are no longer limited by the constraints of our birth. We can
now choose to change our bodies to fit our own desires and ideals.

But what does this mean for the future of the human body? Will we
eventually become so modified that we are no longer recognizable as



human?

Some people believe that we are on the cusp of a new era of body
modification, in which we will be able to create our own bodies from
scratch. This could lead to a new kind of human being, one that is not
constrained by the limitations of the natural body.

Others believe that body modification is a dangerous path, and that we
should be careful not to tamper with the human form. They argue that our
bodies are sacred, and that we should not try to change them.

The future of the human body is uncertain. But it is clear that technology is
giving us new and unprecedented ways to control and modify our own
bodies. What we do with this power will shape the future of humanity.

The Posthuman Mind

Technology is also changing our minds in profound ways. We are now able
to access information and communicate with others more easily than ever
before, thanks to the internet and social media. This is giving us new ways
to learn, to think, and to connect with others.

But the internet is also changing the way we process information. We are
now bombarded with information from all sides, and it can be difficult to
know what is true and what is not. This can lead to a kind of "information
overload," which can make it difficult to focus and to think critically.

In addition, the internet is changing the way we interact with others. We are
now able to communicate with people from all over the world, but this can
also lead to a kind of "social isolation." We may spend so much time



interacting with people online that we neglect our relationships in the real
world.

The future of the human mind is uncertain. But it is clear that technology is
giving us new and unprecedented ways to access information,
communicate with others, and think about the world. What we do with this
power will shape the future of humanity.

The Posthuman Life

Technology is also changing the way we live our lives. We are now able to
work, play, and learn from anywhere in the world, thanks to the internet and
mobile devices. This is giving us new and unprecedented freedoms, but it
is also changing the way we interact with our families and communities.

In addition, technology is changing the way we experience time and space.
We are now able to communicate with people in real time, regardless of
where they are in the world. This is collapsing the barriers of time and
space, and it is making the world feel like a smaller place.

The future of the human life is uncertain. But it is clear that technology is
giving us new and unprecedented ways to work, play, and learn. What we
do with this power will shape the future of humanity.

The Posthuman Future

What does the future hold for posthumanity? It is impossible to say for sure,
but there are a few things that we can be sure of.

First, technology will continue to play a major role in our lives. We will
continue to develop new and more powerful technologies that will change



the way we live, work, and think.

Second, we will continue to become more posthuman. Our bodies, minds,
and lives will continue to be transformed by technology. We will become
more connected, more intelligent, and more capable than ever before.

Third, we will face new and unprecedented challenges. As we become
more posthuman, we will need to grapple with new ethical and
philosophical questions. We will need to decide how to use our new powers
and how to live in a world that is increasingly dominated by technology.

The future of posthumanity is uncertain, but it is also full of possibilities. We
have the potential to create a better future for ourselves and for our
children. But we must also be mindful of the challenges that we will face
along the way.

We are on the cusp of a new era in human evolution. We are becoming
posthuman, and this will have profound implications for the future of
humanity. We must be prepared for the challenges that lie ahead, but we
must also embrace the possibilities that this new era holds.
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