
Lessons From the Edge: Marie Yovanovitch's
Memoir Captivates and Inspires
In her gripping memoir, "Lessons From the Edge," former US Ambassador
Marie Yovanovitch recounts her extraordinary career and the challenges
she faced as a diplomat in Ukraine during the tumultuous Trump
administration. Yovanovitch's vivid storytelling, unwavering integrity, and
profound insights make this book an essential read for anyone interested in
international relations, leadership, and the resilience of the human spirit.

Marie Yovanovitch joined the Foreign Service in 1986 and quickly
distinguished herself as a highly skilled diplomat. Her assignments took her
to Russia, Poland, Somalia, and Kyrgyzstan, where she played a crucial
role in advancing US interests and promoting stability.

In 2016, Yovanovitch arrived in Ukraine as Ambassador, a country she
knew intimately. She worked tirelessly to support Ukraine's sovereignty,
combat corruption, and strengthen the US-Ukraine partnership.
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However, Yovanovitch's tenure in Ukraine was abruptly cut short in 2019
when she became a target of a smear campaign orchestrated by US
President Donald Trump and his allies. This smear campaign was part of
Trump's efforts to pressure Ukraine into opening investigations against his
political rival, Joe Biden.

Despite facing immense personal and professional pressure, Yovanovitch
refused to compromise her integrity or undermine US policy. She returned
to the US and testified before Congress as a key witness in Trump's
impeachment inquiry.

Throughout her memoir, Yovanovitch shares invaluable lessons she
learned from her experiences. She emphasizes the importance of:

Integrity and Truth-telling: Standing firm for what is right, even when
it is difficult or unpopular.

Professionalism and Diplomacy: Maintaining a professional
demeanor and prioritizing the well-being of one's colleagues.

Courage and Resilience: Facing adversity with determination and
never giving up hope.

The Power of Allies: Seeking support from those who share your
values and goals.

The Importance of Service: Dedicating oneself to making a positive
impact on the world.
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"Lessons From the Edge" is not only a memoir but also a call to action.
Yovanovitch urges readers to:

Defend Democratic Institutions: Speak out against threats to
democracy and demand accountability from those who undermine it.

Support Independent Diplomacy: Value the role of independent
foreign service officers who carry out US foreign policy objectively and
professionally.

Promote Good Governance: Work to eliminate corruption and
promote transparency in government.

Build Bridges: Foster dialogue and cooperation between nations,
regardless of differences.

Invest in the Future: Support education, diplomacy, and programs
that invest in the potential of future generations.

Marie Yovanovitch's "Lessons From the Edge" is an empowering memoir
that provides valuable insights into the challenges and rewards of
diplomacy. Her courage, integrity, and unwavering commitment to service
serve as an inspiration to all who believe in the power of truth and the
importance of building a better world.

By embracing the lessons Yovanovitch shares in her memoir, we can
strengthen our democratic institutions, promote global cooperation, and
create a more just and equitable future.
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