
Mom House, Dad House: Isolina Ricci's
Architectural Gem
Nestled in a quiet residential neighborhood in Buenos Aires, Argentina, lies
the remarkable Mom House and Dad House, a captivating architectural
masterpiece designed by renowned architect Isolina Ricci. Completed in
1964, these two interconnected homes embody the essence of mid-century
modernism, showcasing innovative design principles and a harmonious
blend of indoor and outdoor living spaces.

Architectural Marvels

In conceiving the Mom House and Dad House, Ricci drew inspiration from
the Bauhaus movement, emphasizing simplicity, functionality, and the
integration of nature into architecture. The homes' cubic forms and clean
lines exude a sense of timeless elegance, while the extensive use of glass
and natural materials fosters a connection with the surrounding
environment.
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Mom House: A Sanctuary of Tranquility

As its name suggests, the Mom House was designed specifically for Ricci's
mother. This one-story structure features an open-plan layout that
seamlessly connects the living room, dining room, and kitchen. Floor-to-
ceiling windows offer panoramic views of the lush garden, creating an
idyllic indoor-outdoor oasis. The use of warm colors and soft furnishings
evokes a cozy and inviting atmosphere.

Dad House: A Creative Retreat

The Dad House, intended for Ricci's father, embodies a more masculine
and functional design. Its two-story structure houses a studio and workshop
on the ground floor, where Ricci's father could pursue his artistic
endeavors. The upper level features a private living space with a balcony
overlooking the garden. The house's muted colors and industrial-inspired
elements lend it a sense of modernity and creativity.

Interconnected Spaces: Fostering Family Connections

While the Mom House and Dad House are distinct in their design and
purpose, they are cleverly interconnected by a series of shared spaces. A
central courtyard serves as a communal gathering place, allowing for
informal family interactions. Two enclosed bridges, suspended above the
courtyard, provide additional connection points between the homes,
fostering a sense of unity and shared experiences.

Innovative Design Features

Beyond their architectural beauty, the Mom House and Dad House
showcase several innovative design features that were groundbreaking at
the time. Ricci's use of passive solar design principles ensures energy



efficiency, while the inclusion of movable walls and partitions allows for
flexible and adaptable living spaces.

Passive Solar Design

The positioning of the homes and their strategic use of glass maximize
sunlight exposure, reducing the need for artificial heating and cooling. The
large windows on the garden-facing sides allow for abundant natural light,
creating a bright and cheerful interior.

Movable Walls and Partitions

Ricci's innovative use of movable walls and partitions allows for flexibility
and adaptability within the homes. These elements can be reconfigured to
create different room layouts and accommodate changing family needs.
This flexibility extends the functionality of the spaces and allows for a
personalized living experience.

Legacy and Influence

The Mom House and Dad House have left an enduring legacy on Argentine
architecture. Their innovative design and harmonious integration of indoor
and outdoor living spaces have inspired countless architects and
designers. The homes' architectural brilliance has earned them recognition
as a National Historic Landmark, cementing their status as an architectural
treasure.

Recognition and Awards

The Mom House and Dad House have received numerous accolades and
awards over the years. In 1964, they were awarded the First Prize in
Architecture at the National Architecture Biennale in Buenos Aires. In 2006,



they were declared a National Historic Landmark by the Argentine
government.

Architectural Inspiration

The Mom House and Dad House have been a source of inspiration for
generations of architects and designers. Their innovative design principles,
functionalism, and connection to nature have influenced countless
residential and commercial projects around the world.

The Mom House and Dad House by Isolina Ricci stand as a testament to
the transformative power of architecture. Their timeless design, innovative
features, and harmonious integration of indoor and outdoor living spaces
have created a unique and inspiring home environment. As a National
Historic Landmark, these architectural gems continue to captivate and
inspire, leaving an enduring legacy on the world of architecture.
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