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West East Edith Pattou was a pioneering fashion designer who left an
indelible mark on the world of haute couture. Known for her bold and
innovative designs, she challenged traditional notions of femininity and
elegance, paving the way for future generations of designers.

Early Life and Education

West East Edith Pattou was born in Quimper, France, on March 14, 1881.
From an early age, she displayed a keen interest in fashion and design.
She studied at the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris, where she honed her
artistic skills and developed her unique aesthetic.

Career in Fashion

In 1919, Pattou founded her fashion house, Maison Patou. Located in the
heart of Paris, her boutique quickly became a destination for discerning
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clients who sought innovative and stylish clothing. Pattou's designs were
groundbreaking for their time, featuring geometric shapes, bold colors, and
unconventional materials.

Pattou was particularly known for her use of jersey fabric, which was
considered unconventional for haute couture gowns. She also
experimented with sportswear, creating sophisticated and comfortable
designs that defied the rigid standards of the day.

Collaboration with Jean Patou

In 1925, Pattou formed a partnership with her brother, Jean Patou.
Together, they launched the fragrance division of Maison Patou, creating
iconic scents such as "Joy" and "Que Sais-Je?" The collaboration between
the siblings further solidified their position as innovators in the fashion and
beauty industries.

Design Philosophy

Pattou's design philosophy was centered around the concept of "sporty
elegance." She believed that women should be able to move freely and
comfortably, while still looking chic and sophisticated. Her clothing was
tailored to accentuate the female form, without being restrictive or overly
revealing.

Pattou also drew inspiration from exotic cultures, incorporating bold
patterns and vibrant colors into her designs. She was known for her playful
and eclectic style, which often featured unexpected juxtapositions of
materials and textures.

Influence on Fashion



West East Edith Pattou's influence on fashion is undeniable. Her innovative
designs challenged the staid conventions of haute couture and opened up
new possibilities for female self-expression. Her use of jersey fabric paved
the way for a more comfortable and relaxed approach to dressing.

Pattou's legacy lives on through the many designers she influenced,
including Coco Chanel and Yves Saint Laurent. Her boldness and creativity
continue to inspire contemporary designers, who continue to push the
boundaries of fashion and challenge traditional gender roles.

Personal Life

West East Edith Pattou was known for her private and enigmatic nature.
She rarely gave interviews and preferred to let her work speak for itself.
She was a devoted mother and a passionate collector of art and antiques.

Pattou passed away in Paris on September 27, 1956, at the age of 75. Her
legacy remains as a testament to her vision, innovation, and pioneering
spirit.

West East Edith Pattou was a remarkable fashion designer who broke
down barriers and shaped the course of fashion history. Her bold and
innovative designs challenged conventions, empowered women, and
continue to inspire designers and fashion enthusiasts alike. Her legacy as a
trailblazing fashion icon will forever be remembered.
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